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Social issue Contradictions  Elaboration and examples 
People’s way 
of life 
There is a clear contradiction as the EIA 
reports focus on officially appointed 
recreational assets, while the statements of 
citizens express other broader concerns. 
The statements amongst other address 
issues, which are more intangible than 
those assessed in the EIA reports.  
For example several citizens mention the use of 
outdoor spaces around their homes:  
Our little paradise is completely shattered. Never 
again will we be able to sit and enjoy the morning 
sun in the courtyard. (Hearing statement: Wind 
turbines at Ulvemose and Bækhede Plantage) 
Culture  No contradiction Culture is not pronounced as a parameter in either 
the EIA reports or the hearing statements, and thus 
is not identified as an issue of contradiction. 
Community There is contradiction, concerning the 
nuances and understanding of the issues 
addressed, and the implications of impacts. 
While the EIA reports generally cover many 
issues addressed by the citizens, the 
citizens address a more specific and 
nuanced perception of potential impacts, 
which are not covered in the EIA reports. 
For example regarding jobs, the citizens are 
concerned not only about new job opportunities at 
the facility, which is what the EIA reports mainly 
include, but about the affect on local development 
in general, including increased risk of de-
population: 
We are afraid that the area will loose jobs in the 
longer term, because these businesses [other local 
businesses ed.] do not want to create new jobs. 




There is no contradiction in general, though 
a few citizens point to the issue of non-local 
management and control of the facility and 
land passing, which is not being addressed 
in the EIA reports. 
There is in general concordance between 
statements and content of EIA-reports. The citizens 
do not express concerns of the RE-project 
impacting on local democracies.  
Environment  No contradiction There is a large degree of concordance between 
the concerns of the citizens, and what is covered in 
the EIA reports. 
Health and 
wellbeing 
Concerning the photovoltaic facilities and 
biogas plant there are no contradictions, as 
The EIA reports for the wind turbine projects, are 
often focussed on analysing environmental 
health impacts are not emphasised by 
citizens or pronounced in the EIA-reports. 
However, in the cases of wind turbine 
projects the EIA reports do not satisfactorily 
cover the issues raised by the citizens, and 
thus contradictions are present. 
impacts, and whether they comply with limit values. 
In contrast, the citizens express greater concerns 
about influences of noise on the level of stress, 




There are contradiction related to the EIA-
reports narrow focus on impacts on property 
value and value of agricultural land, while 
citizens express a broader concern about 
property values and also raise other issues. 
The citizens in all cases express a broader concern 
about property values, sales period, and the risk of 
unsalable properties. The citizens also raise issues 
regarding livelihoods and possibilities to take up 
loans if negative impacts occur in the community. 
These issues are not addressed in the EIA reports 
 
If this becomes a reality, we will not be able to live 
here, but our house is worth nothing. So what do 
you do? What do we do? We cannot afford to 
move, but because of the impacts, we cannot live 





The EIA reports only address issues of road 
safety, which is in accordance with 
concerns expressed by citizens. However, 
the citizens also emphasise issues related 
to their potential futures, and issues related 
to cumulative impacts, which are not 
addressed in the EIA reports.  
Citizens refer to impacts on local development and 
individual economies, as well as to concerns about 
the future of children and coming generations in the 
area, and what will be handed down to them. The 
citizens further emphasise worries about 
cumulative impacts. They are for example 
concerned that the projects will lead to 
development of further industrial facilities, when the 
area is first considered appropriate for this type of 
development: 
 
And what is next? Because here in Sejerøbugten 
nature is no longer pristine, there are wind turbines 
here. So it has become a place where other 
infrastructure and plants can be placed. (Hearing 
statement: In-shore wind turbines as Sejerø Bugt) 
Table 3 Comparative analysis of content in the EIA reports and concerns of the citizens  
 
The	disagreements,	about	what	is	important	and	should	be	included	in	the	EIA	report	and	thus	the	
decision	making	process,	are	part	of	the	basis	for	the	conflict,	in	accordance	with	the	conceptual	
framework.		
Conclusion	
The	results	presented	in	this	paper	shows	what	are	the	main	parts	of	the	conflict	concerning	the	
analysed	RE-projects:	
• Attitudes:	The	attitudes	of	the	citizens	are	basically	that	they	are	against	the	projects	either	
completely	or	in	their	present	form	and	location.	
• Behaviour:	The	perceived	behaviour	of	the	authorities	and	proponents	and	its	repercussions	
regarding	mistrust	towards	independency	of	EIA	practitioners	and	EIA-reports,	in-
transparency	in	RE-planning	processes,	use	of	limited	resources,	allocation	of	costs	and	
benefits	and	unequal	and	inappropriate	distribution	of	compensation,	lack	of	democracy	
and	influence	on	decision-making.		
• Contradictions:	There	are	contradictions	between	which	social	impacts	concern	the	citizens	
and	which	are	dealt	with	in	the	EIA-reports,	and	also	in	how	much	detail	they	are	dealt	with.	
This	underpins	the	assumption	that	social	impacts,	and	how	they	are	dealt	with	the	EIA-process,	are	
important	to	the	conflicts	concerning	RE-projects.	It	is	however	an	important	conclusion,	that	the	
citizens	emphasise	both	the	contradictions	and	the	behaviour.	This	means	that	solely	focussing	on	
integrating	social	impacts	in	the	EIA	report	-	identifying,	assessing	and	mitigating	them	-	will	not	be	
enough	to	respond	to	the	conflicts,	a	focus	is	also	needed	on	the	process	and	the	dialogue	with	
citizens.	
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